Intravenous pamidronate for hypercalcemia of primary hyperparathyroidism.
Intravenous pamidronate disodium has been used successfully in the treatment of malignancy-associated hypercalcemia and Paget's disease of bone. Although the definitive treatment of primary hyperparathyroidism (PHPT) is surgical, intravenous pamidronate has been used to treat hypercalcemia of PHPT when surgery was contraindicated. We report two cases of PHPT in which intravenous pamidronate effectively reduced hypercalcemia and significantly improved the clinical symptoms. The results of our study and the experience in the literature suggest that pamidronate is a safe and effective method of reducing serum calcium in patients with PHPT when definitive surgery is contraindicated or must be postponed.